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CUMBERLAND FORESIDE TEEN AWARDED $25,000 SCHOLARSHIP 

FOR QUANTUM COMPUTING INNOVATION 
Christopher Gilbert Named 2025 Davidson Fellows Scholarship Winner 

 

CUMBERLAND FORESIDE, Maine — Christopher Gilbert, 18, of Cumberland Foreside, has been 
awarded a $25,000 Davidson Fellows Scholarship for his science project, Novel Minimal 
Universal Quantum Gates. The Davidson Fellows Scholarship is one of the nation’s most 
prestigious honors for students 18 and younger. Gilbert’s award is part of the program’s 25th 
anniversary year, which is granting a record $825,000 to 21 students nationwide. 
 
“It is a tremendous honor to have my work recognized among a group of incredible peers,” 
Gilbert said. “I am truly grateful to be able to call myself a Davidson Fellow and excited to 
contribute to the community of Davidson Fellows.” 
 
Gilbert discovered the smallest known universal set of quantum gates that uses only two 
qubits, the basic unit of quantum information, per operation. His work addresses one of the 
major barriers in quantum computing: reducing errors introduced by complex gate systems. 
By streamlining the gate set, his project could help make quantum computers more accurate 
and resistant to error, advancing their potential to solve problems beyond the reach of classical 
computers. 
 
A student passionate about both science and the arts, Gilbert is the author of Quantum 
Mechanics for Kids: A Humorous, Easy-to-Read, Math-Free Book on a Very Perplexing Subject. He is 
also a pianist, organist, tenor singer and composer, with award-winning works including For 
Lewiston, Maine, written in honor of the victims of the 2023 Lewiston mass shooting. 
 
“For 25 years, the Davidson Fellows Scholarship has recognized some of the most remarkable 
research undertaken by young people in the nation,” said Bob Davidson, founder of the 
Davidson Institute. “The 2025 class of Fellows continues to raise the bar for achievement as we 
celebrate this milestone year, marked by innovation, perseverance and the hundreds of alumni 
whose work continues to make a lasting difference in their fields and communities.” 
 
The Davidson Fellows Scholarship program offers college scholarships to students 18 or 
younger, who have completed significant projects that have the potential to benefit society in 
the fields of science, technology, engineering, mathematics, literature and music. The 
Davidson Fellows Scholarship has provided more than $10.7 million in scholarship funds to 
469 students since its inception in 2001, and has been named one of the most prestigious 
undergraduate scholarships by U.S. News & World Report. It is a program of the Davidson 
Institute, a national nonprofit organization headquartered in Reno, Nev. that supports 
profoundly gifted youth. 

http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/the-scholarship-coach/2011/01/06/7-prestigious-undergrad-scholarships
http://www.usnews.com/education/blogs/the-scholarship-coach/2011/01/06/7-prestigious-undergrad-scholarships


www.DavidsonGifted.org 

 
About the Davidson Institute 
Founded by Bob Davidson in 1999, the Davidson Institute recognizes, nurtures and supports 
profoundly intelligent young people, and provides opportunities for them to develop their 
talents to make a positive difference. The Institute offers support through a number of 
programs and services, including the Davidson Fellows Scholarship and the Davidson Academy 
of Nevada. For more information about the 2025 Davidson Fellows, please visit: 
DavidsonFellows.org. 
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