3. Davidson Institute

Family Reflection and Needs Assessment
Worksheet

This worksheet is designed to help families take stock of what is and isn’t working in their
current situation, considering not only the child’s educational experience but also how it fits
within the larger family context.

1. Child’s Current Experience:

Academic Engagement: Is your child feeling challenged and engaged with their
schoolwork, or do they seem bored or overwhelmed? Are they receiving the academic
support they need, whether for giftedness or any other specific learning needs?

Social and Emotional Well-Being: How is your child doing socially and emotionally?
Are they feeling supported by their peers and teachers? Are there any ongoing
challenges, such as difficulties with bullying, isolation, or stress?

Behavior and Motivation: Does your child feel motivated to go to school each day, or
are they showing signs of frustration or disengagement? Are there behavioral concerns
at school or home that are affecting their overall experience?

2. Family Dynamics:

Family Schedules and Routines: How well does your current school situation fit into
the family’s daily schedule? Is the school schedule (e.g., early start times, after-school
care, extracurricular commitments) working well with the needs of the family as a
whole? Are there logistical challenges, like long commutes or scheduling conflicts, that
are impacting the family’s ability to manage day-to-day life?

Parental Involvement: Are you able to stay engaged with the school, such as attending
meetings, communicating with teachers, or volunteering? Do you feel that you have a
good relationship with the school, and are you informed about your child’s progress?

Siblings: How are your other children managing the current situation? Are there any

challenges with sibling relationships, such as jealousy, scheduling conflicts, or issues
with school choice (if siblings attend different schools)? How does one child’s school
experience impact the rest of the family?

3. School Environment:

Academic Fit: Is the school providing the right level of academic challenge for your
child? Are they struggling or excelling in ways that make the current setup either too
easy or too difficult for them?

School Culture and Values: How does the school’s culture align with your family’s



values? Is the school supportive of different learning styles, backgrounds, and needs?
Do you feel the school fosters a positive and inclusive environment for all students?

o Extracurricular Activities: Are the available extracurricular activities (e.g., sports, arts,
clubs) a good fit for your child’s interests? Are there enough opportunities for them to
explore new passions or further develop their talents?

4. Personal and Family Well-Being:

e Work-Life Balance: How does your child’s school life affect the overall work-life
balance of the family? Are you finding it difficult to juggle school commitments with
other responsibilities, like work or personal time?

o Emotional Stress: Is the current school environment contributing to any family stress,
either from your child or from parents trying to balance everything? Are there signs of
burnout, anxiety, or frustration that are affecting family well-being?

e Cognitive Load: For you as a parent, is the effort to support your child’s academic
needs, while juggling your own responsibilities, creating mental exhaustion or stress?
Could this cumulative cognitive load be contributing to feelings of burnout, anxiety, or
frustrat%on, impacting both your child's emotional well-being and your family’s overall
balances

5. Looking Ahead:

o Future Goals: What do you hope for your child in the near future? Are there any
academic, social, or emotional goals you want to focus on, either at school or at home?

e Long-Term Vision: Where do you see your child thriving in the next year or two? Does
your current situation align with those long-term goals, or is there a gap that needs
addressing?

This Family Reflection and Needs Assessment Worksheet isn’t about making immediate
changes but rather taking a moment to pause, reflect, and understand where things stand for
everyone in the family. By honestly answering these questions, families can identify areas that
are working well and areas that may need more attention. It helps open up conversations about
the present, making it clear what might need to be adjusted to create a more balanced,
fulfilling experience for everyone—whether that means adjusting routines, providing
additional support, or focusing more on family well-being. It’s about taking stock of where
you are and being intentional about the next steps.



