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ROSENBERG TEEN AWARDED $25,000 SCHOLARSHIP FOR

INNOVATION TO IMPROVE LUNAR EXPLORATION SAFETY
Jiaen Jiang Named 2026 Davidson Fellows Scholarship Winner

ROSENBERG, Texas — Jiaen Jiang, 16, of Rosenberg, has been awarded a $25,000 Davidson
Fellows Scholarship for her engineering project, Moondust Magnet: A Novel Bipolar Electrostatic
System for Capturing Airborne Fine and Submicron Lunar Regolith in Habitat Airlocks. The
Davidson Fellows Scholarship is one of the nation’s most prestigious honors for students 18
and younger.

“For me, being a Davidson Fellow means joining a community of passionate, driven young
scholars who are all making meaningful contributions to their fields, whether in STEM or the
humanities,” Jiang said. “I hope my experiences encourage others to follow their interests and
grow their curiosity for all these amazing possibilities.”

For her project, Jiang developed an electrostatic device to capture hazardous lunar regolith in
the air of lunar habitat airlocks. Her work demonstrates that the technology could provide a
viable method for protecting astronaut health and maintaining habitat integrity during
extended lunar missions.

Jiang, a rising high school junior, hopes to study aerospace engineering with the goal of
working on the frontier of space exploration. She is a 2026 MIT THINK finalist and has also
received a Space Center Houston scholarship and Houston’s Nova Spotlight Award for her
aerospace engineering research.

“The Davidson Fellows continue to demonstrate what young people can accomplish when
curiosity, determination and innovation come together,” said Bob Davidson, founder of the
Davidson Institute. “The 2026 Fellows have pursued challenging questions and developed
meaningful work with the potential to make a lasting difference in their fields and
communities. We are proud to recognize their extraordinary achievements.”

The Davidson Fellows Scholarship program offers college scholarships to students 18 or
younger who have completed significant projects that have the potential to benefit society in
the fields of science, technology, engineering, mathematics, literature and music. The
Davidson Fellows Scholarship has provided more than $11.4 million in scholarship funds to
490 students since its inception in 2001, and has been named one of the most prestigious
undergraduate scholarships by U.S. News & World Report. It is a program of the Davidson
Institute, a national nonprofit organization headquartered in Reno, Nev., that supports
profoundly gifted youth.
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About the Davidson Institute

Founded by Bob Davidson in 1999, the Davidson Institute recognizes, nurtures and supports
profoundly intelligent young people and provides opportunities for them to develop their
talents to make a positive difference. The Institute offers support through a number of
programs and services, including the Davidson Fellows Scholarship and the Davidson Academy
of Nevada. For more information about the 2026 Davidson Fellows, please visit:
DavidsonFellows.org.
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